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J E W E L L  M A N S F I E L D  
LIBRARIES NEVER in a vacuum. NEED  PROGRAM  
The following history of a program is a case in point. 
Detroit, in 1964, was well into a massive urban renewal program 
with the demolition of old buildings, the erection of new public hous- 
ing, municipal facilities, and office buildings. Expressways were criss- 
crossing the city where once homes had stood. Reaction to the 
changes in the city was mixed. 
Public controversy reached a new high when the city fathers de- 
cided that City Hall, a Victorian building of dubious architectural 
distinction and physical condition, should be torn down. The emo-
tional pitch of the public's reaction was raised, later, by the variety 
of proposals for the reuse of the valuable land on which the old City 
Hall had once stood. A new combined city-county building had al- 
ready been erected. The brouhaha over the old building indicated a 
general lack of informed esthetic appreciation and understanding of 
programmed urban planning. The moment had arrived, it seemed, 
when the Library should project a series of public programs that 
would relate its wealth of resources to a local issue, as set forth in 
hlinimum Standards for Public Library Systems, 1966.l Detroit's 
citizens would be enabled to inform then~selves of the need for urban 
planning and the philosophy behind it. 
There were other factors to buttress the idea of such a program. 
The Library had cooperated with the City Plan Commission in the 
early post-war days by making its branch facilities available for 
neighborhood informational meetings. The library administration had 
long been involved with official planning bodies in the expansion of 
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library services, and in the location and designing of attractive func- 
tional buildings. 
In February 1964, the Main Library displayed photographs of ten 
buildings completed around the world, called "Great Architecture 
for the Sixties." In April, the Detroit Public Library received an archi- 
tectural "Award of Merit" for its Cass Avenue addition in the Second 
Library Buildings Award program sponsored jointly by the American 
Institute of Architects, the American Library Association, and the 
National Book Committee. In July, twenty-five pictures by architec- 
tural photographer Baltazar Korab highlighted beautiful structures in 
Detroit and Michigan. In addition in September, one of the two 
metropolitan newspapers planned to begin a weekly feature, "The 
Most Beautiful Building Contest," which would give the citizenry an 
opportunity to vote for its favorite among Detroit's recently erected 
buildings. 
The chief of the Community and Group Services discussed the 
validity of a program on urban planning with the Library's director 
and service directors. It was agreed that such a program was needed, 
but that it should be given a cultural overlay by putting the focus on 
the part architects play in city planning. Then as now, Detroiters were 
showing themselves more responsive to programs of a cultural nature 
than to those concerned solely with public issues. 
Since the initiation of programs and their general planning is one 
of the responsibilities of her office, the chief of Community and Group 
Services was directed to approach the president and subsequently the 
executive secretary of the Detroit chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects with a proposal for a co-sponsored program. It was to 
be related to city planning, and to be held in the new Friends Audi- 
torium in the Main Library, in the city's Cultural Center. The A.I.A. 
accepted the proposal with instant enthusiasm, and a joint commit- 
tee met for a preliminary discussion of ways and means. It was com- 
posed of the Reference Services director, who is directly responsible 
for Main Library activities, the chief of the Fine Arts Department, 
and four practicing architects, all members of the Detroit chapter of 
the A.I.A., with the chief of Community and Group Services as the 
program coordinator. At this first meeting, the committee decided on 
the length of the series of programs, its focus, the subject areas to be 
covered, the formats to be used, and the time. The architects were 
charged with selecting the speakers, the panelists, and such visual 
aids as they would find relevant. The librarians were charged with 
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producing a correlated reading list to be distributed to the audience 
as well as to the general public. The committee decided that the pro- 
gram would have as its title, "Architecture In Your Life." "Architecture 
-A Reading List," was the title given to the reading list. The printed 
program and the reading list were to be designed to complement each 
other. 
The architects came to the second meeting, ten days later, with a 
plan for six programs, the names of the participating personnel, and 
the necessary information for the printed program copy. The chief 
of Fine Arts department presented the general format of the pro- 
posed reading list, which her department would produce. All agreed 
that the titles for the list should be popular rather than scholarly, 
and that the annotations should be informal and lively. It was agreed, 
too, that the reading list should be selective rather than comprehensive. 
The following categories were selected to break the list up into sub- 
ject areas related to the scope of the series: Background; Architects 
and Architecture; The City and Its Problems; Special Problems; and 
Today and Tomorrow. The committee also agreed that the Com- 
munity and Group Services would prepare the copy for the printed 
program which would then be designed by the Publications depart- 
ment and produced in the Library's print shop. It was decided that 
Community and Group Services would provide publicity through the 
press, radio, and television, as well as see to the auditorium arrange- 
ments, and the care and feeding of all who took part in the programs. 
Eero Saarinen's statement that "Architecture encompasses man's 
total environment" provided the theme for six free, weekly public 
programs which began on October 6, 1964. The Dean of Architecture 
of the University of Detroit began the series with a talk that outlined 
the history of architecture as a profession, its operating philosophy, 
and the way in which it affects urban development. The second pro- 
gram featured a panel of well-known local architects who discussed 
the three major responsibilities of an architect: to his client, to his 
profession, and to his community. The third program was a case his- 
tory of how a building becomes a reality. The architect who designed 
Cobo Hall, Detroit's new convention facility, gave a slide talk which 
illustrated all stages from choice of location, consideration of functions, 
submission of several proposed designs and choice of the final design, 
to eventual construction. 
The fourth and fifth programs were again panel discussions, during 
which practicing architects discussed various building types, the 
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philosophy common to them, and the faults and virtues of domestic 
or residential architecture. These two programs showed impressively 
the importance of land-use and the way in which many factors other 
than design determine the final shape of a building. A landscape 
architect and a construction engineer contributed basic information 
in these areas. The final program was a spectacular summary and 
projection into the future. The director of the City Plan Commission 
and an architect who works as a planner presented a slide talk relating 
architecture to man's total environment, taking the audience to the 
great cities of the world and then back to Detroit to show the progress 
being made and the plans on the drawing board. 
Each of the programs in the series was opened by the chief of the 
Fine Arts department, who introduced the evening's speakers and 
panelists; this was according to the Library Commission policy of 
having a librarian open public meetings in library facilities. Each 
program was followed by a question and answer period-all so ani- 
mated that they were difficult to cut off. 
A prolonged newspaper strike deprived the program of all publicity 
in the two metropolitan dailies, and forced the cancellation of "The 
Most Beautiful Building Contest" on which we had counted for moti- 
vation of interest among prospective audience participants. The av- 
erage weekly audience of sixty-five persons was somewhat disappoint- 
ing to the architects as well as to the library staff. We can only say 
with Robert Burns, "The best laid schemes o'mice an' men/Gang aft 
a-gley." Nevertheless, this series of programs, "Architecture in Your 
Life," drew students on assignment from Wayne State University's 
Monteith College, a building consultant, and many lay people. In 
terms of content and presentation it was eminently successful. The 
articulate appreciation of the laymen in the audience made it obvious 
that we had achieved our goal of furthering their understanding of 
urban planning and relating the library's resources to a public issue. 
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